
An Introduction to Statistics88

27.	 Use the SS you computed in Question 26 to compute the standard deviation, assuming the data 
came from a sample. You will use the following equation whenever you are analyzing data from a 
sample. You should get 4.79.
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28.	 Now use the SS you computed in Question 26 to compute the standard deviation, assuming that 
the data came from a population. You will use the following equation whenever you are analyzing 
data from an entire population. You should get 4.15.

σ =
SS

N
.

29.	 Figure out how to use the statistics mode on your calculator to compute the standard deviation 
of a population and a sample. There should be one button you can push or one line in a display 
that shows you the sample and population standard deviation. Don’t skip this. Finding the 
standard deviation with your calculator will be extremely helpful later in the course.

30.	 Compute the SS and the standard deviation for the following sample of five scores: 5, 6, 3, 2, 7.

Compute the SS using the definitional formula
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